Year 7 Parents’
Information Evening

Our shared vision is:

- To provide every individual in Philip Morant
School & College with an equality of opportunity
and encouragement to realise his or her full
potential.



Year 7 Parents’
Information Evening
The Curriculum Plan

At Key Stage 3:

* Students follow the National Curriculum Programmes of Study in most
subjects and an agreed syllabus of Drama, Religious Education, Literacy and
Learning Enrichment that ensures that all learning entitlement is met and
that each individual has opportunity to develop academically, socially,
emotionally, morally and culturally.



What is Your Child Studying?

Week 1 Week 2

English

Core Curriculum Subjects (36%) Methemats
Each undertaken for 6 hours per two-week cycle. Considered to be central — _—
to any child’s progress and development, hence the description ‘core’ _—

curriculum. ;
Science
Technology Subjects (12%) Dt el
Total of 6 hours per two-week cycle (split 4/2 for Te/It in Year 7) — taught
in smaller ‘House’ groups — a core component of our Technology College. _

Geography

Humanities Subjects (16%) ]

Total of 8 hours per two-week cycle (split 3/3/2 for Gg/Hi/Re in Year 7) _—
- o | |
Modern Foreign Language (8%) .

French
French for Year 7 students. Two lessons replaced by ‘Key Skills” in English { e

& Mathematics for students with one or more ‘Core’ KS2 levels <4
Drama

Expressive Arts Subjects (20%) Art & Design
Includes Government recommended two-hours per week of Practical — Music

Physicel eucation N
Entitlement Subjects (8%) _ I

. . PSHE Citizenship
Includes statutory elements such as PSHE and Citizenship. Addresses the
’whole’ Ch“d. Learning Enrichment Literacy
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Marking

The purpose of Marking:

* To measure the understanding and learning of individuals against specific
assessment criteria.

* To give constructive feedback to students showing how completed work
relates to the assessment criteria and clearly indicate how improvements
may be made in the future.

* To build an accurate record of a students learning over a period of time
and thereby ensure that progress is made. When reporting to parents, staff
will base their judgement on this record indicating the Current Attainment
Level/Grade for a student.



How will work be marked by teachers?

* Short tasks, contributing to the build-up of knowledge,
understanding and skills, whether class or home work, may be
marked only with ticks and brief written comments to indicate basic
corrections/improvements and completion.

* More formal assignments (written/aural/oral/practical) will be
marked with numerical grading using the following criteria and
should be accompanied with a target for improvement in the future.

10 - 8 Marks: This is an excellent piece of work which exactly fulfils or
almost fulfils all of the Assessment criteria.

7 - 5 Marks: This is a good piece of work with some room for
improvement.

4 - 2 Marks: This work shows areas of misunderstanding. Taking time
to revisit this work would improve the outcome.

1 - 0 Marks This work has failed to meet the required standard. You
may be asked to repeat some or all of the task.




How will work be marked by teachers?

® The marking criteria for longer and more substantial assignments will be given by the
teacher in the ‘assessment brief” and discussed with students when work is set. The
final mark will be translated to a National Curriculum Level (or equivalent) as
appropriate.

* Key Stage 3 (Year 7-9) assignments are graded against National Curriculum (NC)Levels.
These are numerical levels numbering from 1 to 8. An average student would join Year
Seven at Level 4 and finish Year Nine at a High level 5 or low Level 6.

* To make progress clearer within the NC framework, Philip Morant School uses sub-
levels to break down each numerical level to a more understandable level.

Sub-level Description:
The student consistently and confidently displays the necessary knowledge,
a Established skills or understanding to achieve this level. He/she needs to be looking at the

assessment criteria for the next level to develop further.

The student competently displays the necessary knowledge, skills or
b Consolidated understanding to achieve this level. There may be some inconsistency, but it is
clear that the student can apply what he/she has learned.

The student has displayed the necessary knowledge, skills or understanding to
C Emergent achieve this level, but has done so inconsistently. The student needs further
opportunity to consolidate his/her skills or knowledge.

* There should be no fewer than 6 such assignments per subject each academic year,
enabling teachers, students and parents to track progress in relation to the National
Curriculum criteria or the specific examination syllabus assessment criteria.
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Target Setting

Challenging Students to Achieve their Potential:

- Students are more likely to make good progress in their
learning if they are given a target or goal to work towards
and an understanding of what they have to do to achieve that
target.



Setting Targets for your Child.

Throughout Years 7 to 13, staff will set targets for each student in each subject.
These will be realistic but challenging and based on the following information:

. what has been achieved by the student in the previous Key
Stage;

. what we know of the student’s capabilities from
standardised tests;

. what we believe from our previous school performance, and

predictive data that a student is capable of achieving.

Please note!

Target setting is not
dependent on a number
guidance to what should and could happen.

The school believes that by sharing targets with students and parents, we are

showing commitment to our aim of working in partnership to encourage all
students to reach their full potential.




Setting Targets for your Child.

Two targets will be given for each subject. These are targets for the end of
Key Stage Three (end of Year 9). These are;

* The Minimum Expected Level as a National Curriculum Level. This is
what a teacher confidently feels should be achieved by the student.

* The Potential Estimated Level as a National Curriculum Level. This is
what the student could achieve if full potential of both capability and
effort are applied.

Each level at Key Stage Three represents a considerable range of work and attainment;
therefore it is possible that sometimes both the Minimum and Potential may be expressed as
within the same level.

To aid in the tracking of progress at Key Stage Three,

Current Attainment Levels including ‘sub-levels’ are reported to parents.

Parents should be aware that, although sub-levels are designed to be progressive, it is
possible for in-year fluctuation between sub-levels (a, b and c) to occur. This may be due to
variety of course content, alternative assessment structures and individual student
motivation.
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Supporting your Child

Our five Houses endeavour:

-To provide your child with the care, support,
advice and guidance that they will need in order
to maximise their own potential.



Why have a House System?

The House system at Philip Morant School is a long standing and well
respected structure which, over many years, has ensured that;

* Every student belongs to a ‘School within the School’.
* They become part of the house community; a ‘family’ unit.
* Each individual student is personally known by their;
- Form Tutor,
- Head of House and
- Student Progress Co-ordinator
* Care, guidance and advice given to students is co-ordinated and
offers both ‘Pastoral’ and ‘Academic’ support.
* Students are encouraged to make a contribution to the wider life of
the school. Including;
- Charities,
- Inter-house competitions
- Student Voice Activity



