
Head Teacher’s Welcome 
I am delighted to introduce the first 
edition of the school’s newsletter.  
Since joining in September, I have found 
the school to be welcoming and ready to 
face the challenges ahead. I am very 
grateful to all the support that has been 
given to me by students, parents and 
staff as we look towards beating our 
previous best. The examination results in 
the summer are an excellent place to 
start and showcase the potential the 
school has to deliver a great education 
for our young people.  
Our A-Level results were in the top 25% 
of schools nationally and provided 
students with a very strong start to either 
higher education or the world of work. 

Students and staff  were really pleased with the school’s GCSE 
results with 69% students achieving 4+ in English and Maths, 
placing the school as one of the highest performing non-selective 
schools in the County.  
Since starting in September it is clear to me there is a genuine drive 
by all stakeholders for the school to improve still further. We do not 
under-estimate the challenges ahead and will work hard every day 
in our commitment to deliver the very best education for your child.  
You will also now be aware of the outcome of the recent Ofsted 
monitoring visit. The inspector identified safeguarding at the school 
as being “effective”. This positive judgement is pleasing and we are 
keen to develop still further our pastoral system to ensure that 
issues are dealt with swiftly. This will involve a new ‘Behaviour for 
Learning’ policy, which I will write to you about separately, to 
ensure that behaviour in the school consistently supports high 
quality teaching and learning.  
Before I sat down to write this article, I walked around the school 
and popped into a number of lessons to talk to the students about 
their learning; lessons were calm and purposeful. It was also 
fantastic to see a number of students who were proudly wearing 
their cadet, scout or guide uniforms for our act of remembrance.  
As I returned to my office, I was handed a letter from a member of 
our local community thanking our students for supporting them 
whilst they were helping an elderly couple.  Our students called an 
ambulance and stayed with the couple until it arrived . 
These examples reflect our ethos of “Aspiration, Success and 
Kindness”, which underpin our approach to all aspects of school life. 
We will endeavour to use these values to inform our decisions to 
make the improvements that we all wish for our young people.   

Mr Holder 

     

751 873 594 825 703 

AYLWARD CHURCHILL FARADAY NUFFIELD RYDER 

"Parents... we need 
you"  

Do you own / work for a 
scaffolding company? We 
need some help with our set / 
staging for this year’s school 
production of FAME.  We can 
put a free advert in our 
programme  

Please contact 
HicksL@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk  

if you can help.  
 

 Mock Results  
Year 11 students mainly sat 
GCSE papers from last year’s 
exams. Mock results day was 
on Thursday 22nd November 
and gave students a realistic 
taste of what is to come. Well 
done to all for their hard work 
throughout the Mocks.  
 

North Essex Maths 
Olympiad  

A big well done to Adam 
Carol, Michael Wu, Thomas 
Van Merlo & Joseph McVeilia 
who came in second at the 

North Essex 
Maths 
Olympiad last 
month.  
 

 
 

Essex Cup 
Football  

Year 10 beat reigning 
champions Beauchamps 4 – 2  
Year 8 beat Clacton County 
High School 6 – 2. 
 

Y11 Facebook Page 
The Year 11 Students and 
Parents Facebook page is a 
great way to keep up to date 
with all things revision. 
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Remembrance at Philip Morant 

The centenary of the Armistice was marked in 
numerous ways here at Philip Morant.  As part 
of the national ‘There But Not There’ project, 
the History Department placed life size 
silhouettes of ‘Tommies’ around the school, 
serving as a silent reminder of the sacrifices 
made by so many.   
Furthermore, the Department once again took 
a large number of Year 9 students to the 
battlefields of Belgium and Northern 
France.  Students have visited numerous sites, 
including a number of different cemeteries and 
memorials, and laid a wreath on behalf of all of 
our students, at the Memorial Service at The 
Menin Gate in Ypres on Wednesday night.   
A Channel 5 News Crew accompanied the trip. 
All students were superb, both when being 
interviewed or just being filmed from a 
distance, and were extremely patient as bits 
were filmed again and from different angles 
whilst they got wetter and wetter. 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=U32PXXyg_7E 
Mr Green’s assemblies throughout 
Remembrance Week focused on the personal 
accounts of soldiers and loved ones, including 
poetry, readings from letters and his own 
recollections of conversations with his 
grandfather who fought during the war.  This 
has highlighted to our students that there are 
individual stories behind every one of the 
numbers of the fallen and the wounded from 
past and present conflicts. 
On Friday 9th November the school observed a 
2-minute silence with representatives of each 
tutor group, along with cadets, scouts and 
guides, gathered in the main hall to listen to 
readings prior to their observance of the 
silence. 100 poppies were then added to the 
simple memorial at the front of the school. 
We will remember them ... 

Cross Country Results  
A big well done to everyone who took part in the 
Colchester Cross Country Tournament. Year 7 
Girls came 7th with Bella Agostini best placed in 
9th. Year 7 boys came 3rd with Stanley Hobbs 
coming in 6th. The Year 8 & 9 girls came 2nd with 
Kaela Swain coming in 3rd place. The Year 8 & 9 
boys came in 6th place. Year 10 & 11 girls came 
in 4th with Missy Buxton coming in 4th too. 
Finally, the Year 10 & 11 boys came in 6th place. 
Well done to all.  
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Up Coming Events 
 
21st Nov Y10 PTI 
22nd Nov PTA AGM 
23rd Nov Non Pupil Day 
26th Nov Non Pupil Day 
10th Dec Christmas Concert 
17th Dec A Christmas Carol 
 

MacMillan 
A big thank you to everyone 
who helped with the 
MacMillan Coffee Morning.  
£300 was raised through 
collections and the sale of 
coffee and cakes. 

 
Reviews 

The school has recently 
reviewed its spending of the 
grants it receives for students 
eligible for the Pupil Premium, 
Service Pupil Premium and 
Year 7 Catch Up Fund.  
Details of how this money is 
used to support students can 
be found on our website.  
Furthermore the school’s new 
behaviour policy is soon to be 
communicated to students 
and parents. 

Off To Westminster  
Recently Citizenship students travelled to the Houses of Parliament.  
“We arrived at around 11am and were taken to the Learning Centre 
and taught about the ins and outs of the House of Commons and 
the House of Lords. We then proceeded to make our way into the 
actual Palace.  
To celebrate 100 years of female suffrage we had the opportunity 
to visit an exhibition focussed on ‘Women in Parliament’. It was 
both informative and eye opening to the struggle women went 
through. Afterwards, we partook in an interactive quiz giving us 
more information on the structure of Parliament and then we 

explored the 
impressive structure of 
the interior.  
Following on from this 
we made our way back 
to the Learning Centre 
where we received 
another presentation 
explaining how voting 
in the UK works. This 
was followed by an 
activity were we 
created our own 
political parties and 
presented them to our 

peers in the style of a hustings. Finally, it was back on the bus and 
back home to Philip Morant.”  

Inter-House Football and Netball Results  
Last week Inter-House Football and Netball took place after school.  Well 
done to Nuffield House who have come out on top after the first round of 
Inter – House sporting events.  Nuffiled came first in the Year 7, 8 and 9 
girls Netball and placed well in the football.  Churchill House won the 
Year 7 and 8 football and came second and 3rd in the Year 9 and Year 
10/11 which was enough to put them in 2nd place overall.  Well done to 
everyone who took part and thank you to all of the PE staff event. 
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Year 11 After School Support 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

English 
Lecture 

(Q Theatre) 

English 
Lecture 

(Q Theatre) 

English 
(invite only) 

Science 
(H30) 

Maths 
‘Drop In’ 

Art & 
Photography 

Art & 
Photography 

Art & 
Photography 

Art & 
Photography 

Physics 
‘Drop In’ 

Exam 
Practice 

(invite only) 

Technology 
(T13) 

Technology 
(T13) 

Technology 
(T13)  

  Physics Maths 
(invite only)  

Library open 
3pm – 4pm 

Library open 
3pm – 4pm 

Library open 
3pm – 4pm 

Library open 
3pm – 4pm  

Keeping Our Students Safe On The Roads 
Philip Morant College recently hosted our annual Roadster event for 
Year 12 students, provided by Essex Highways. Most of our students 
during their time at College will become young drivers or find 
themselves as passengers of young drivers. This one-day intensive 
event, provided by Essex Highways, focuses on many aspects of 
driver, car and road safety, and is delivered by professionals such as 
Road Safety Officers; Essex Police, Fire and Rescue Services; St John’s 
Ambulance; The Drugs Alert Team; and local driving schools. 
 
With road traffic accidents and fatalities being statistically high for new 
drivers, Roadster is an essential event for all students and comprises 
six engaging and interactive workshops including: Driving Risks and 
Consequences; Crash Investigation; Drugs and Driving; First 
Response; Basic Car Maintenance; and Buying a Car and Insurance. 

 
 

The Salvation Army Christmas Appeal 
2018  
Every year the Salvation Army launch an appeal 
requesting toys for children from birth to 16 years 
of age so that every child would have a new toy 
to open on Christmas morning. We thought as a 
school it would be great to try and support this 
worthwhile cause. All toys donated will be given 
to children in our local area and any toys will be 
greatly appreciated. Toys must be new and in 
original packaging. Please bring all donations to 
Student Services or House Managers Office by 
Monday 10th December 2018.  

Donation Ideas: Toys; Games; Puzzles; Teddy bears; Pens/pencils; 
Colouring books; Reading books; Toiletries; Clothes (new with Tags); 
Dolls; Dressing up clothes; Sweets/chocolate; Craft sets.  
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Top Trending Authors Our 
Students Our Reading 

Jacqueline Wilson 
Robert Muchamore 

Roald Dahl 
Darren Shan 

Anthony Horowitz 
Michael Morpurgo 

 
Our Reading Tree - Year 7s 

have enjoyed writing Book 
Reviews & Peer 

Recommendations    

Year 7 Book Marks 
Our Year 7s have designed some brilliant Book Marks for our Library 
Competition.  Mr Holder had a hard time choosing the best one so in 
the end he chose 4 winners and 2 for good effort.  The Book Marks 
will be printed up professionally by Mrs Bloomfield and handed out to 
every student who borrows a book from our School Library.  The 
winners were Maliha Khanom 7AX, Tia Jane Bullock 7NY, Livvy Kiely 
7NX and Amelia Gilson 7XR. The two students also picked for Good 
Effort were William Brett 7XC and Philip Wu 7NX.  Well Done! 
 
The Power of Books Unleashed (the end of the world – 
almost!) 
Our Book Clubbers have been writing and 
illustrating their own book. It is a spooky 
adventure fantasy. They read it to some 
of our Year 7s at Wednesday Book Club. 
Our Book Club authors include Lily Heard, 
Ethan Howkins, Isobel Little, Lakeer Rana, 
Amber Walker and Joe Wilkinson from 
Year 8. Tasha Grinyer, Emily Skull and 
Dhruvina Patel from Year 10 and Emily 
Waistell from Year 9 plus 2 new budding 
authors from Year 7 Madhav Menon and 
Jay Sim. 
Book Clubbers meet every Wednesday 
lunchtime in the Library. Come and join 
us. 

Service Students Breakfast 
Thursday 29th November will be our first Service 
Student Breakfast.  Mr Halliwell who spent 22 years in 
the British Army will be hosting the breakfast.  The 
breakfast will provide the perfect opportunity for the 
school’s Service Students to make new friends and to 
be able to meet other students whose parents/carers 
are from a military background. 

177 Bus Cancellation 
With effect from 31st 
December 2018 Horizon will no 
longer be running the 177 bus 
service.  We understand that 
Horizon have contacted all bus 
pass holders.  This is not a 
decision that has been taken 
lightly but unfortunately the 
route is no longer financially 
viable.  

News From The Library 
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Home Study 
The reintroduction of compulsory Home Study has been well received 
by students, parents and staff this term. We have been pleased with 
how the students have adapted to completing work set and we are 
now working with staff and parents to evaluate and further improve 
this provision to support learning.  
All compulsory Home Study or Home Revision is set on Go4Schools to 
enable parents to see what is set, students should also be recording 
this in their folders. The amount of Home Study and Home Revision 
varies between departments and years and we are closely monitoring 
this to ensure it is consistent. We plan to review this near to Christmas 
and keep you informed should we alter the time allocations in any 
way.  
Can I take this opportunity to thank everyone for supporting the 
students and teachers with this. If you have any questions, concerns or 
comments please don't hesitate to contact me through the school 
email.  Ms Pretty 


