College Prospectus

Welcome to Philip Morant College
Since opening in 1996, Philip Morant College has been very successful in providing
students in Colchester and North Essex with a high-quality and personalised
approach to post-16 education. Ours is a close-knit, supportive environment in which
students are challenged to reach – and exceed – their full potential. The college has
very high standards, and we offer first-class teaching facilities and a wide range of
courses, taught by highly experienced staff.
We are an innovative college and seek every opportunity to enhance and broaden
the experiences of our students. Our membership of the VI6 project, in which some
of our students’ courses are taught at the University of Essex, is an exciting new
development. This partnership allows for a wider range of courses to be offered to
our students and gives them the opportunity to be taught in a university environment
for one day a week.

We offer a wide range of A Level, BTEC, and Cambridge TEC courses in order to offer
our students different individual pathways to achieve their goals and destinations,
whether this be university, higher level or degree level apprenticeships, or
employment. Our new Q building, which opened in September 2018, houses a
university-style lecture theatre, state-of-art drama and dance studios, science
laboratories and additional computer rooms.
We pride ourselves not only on our excellent results but also on the pastoral care and
opportunities provided for our students. In addition to academic study, our Tutorial
and Enrichment programmes allow students to take part in a broad range of
activities alongside their examination courses. Some of these enable students to gain
extra qualifications, whilst others allow expression of creative or sporting talent.

All students carry out a work experience placement at the end of their first year and
we encourage students to take part in volunteer work, charity work and to act as
mentors to younger students in the school. We are also an NCS Champion School
and College, with many of our students taking part in the National Citizen Service in
order to build skills for work and life.

Our values and ethos of Aspiration, Success and Kindness (ASK) underpin everything
we do, both inside and outside the classroom. We encourage students to have very
high expectations of themselves and promote in our students a ‘can do’ attitude. We
also respect and celebrate difference, instilling in our students tolerance,
acceptance and understanding of everyone in our college community and in the
wider world.
I hope you find this information booklet useful and should you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact me.
I look forward to welcoming you to Philip Morant College!
Kind regards

John Lovett
Head of College
Associate Assistant Principal

Courses Available (subject to sufficient demand and capacity):
A Levels
Art & Design
Biology
Business Studies
Chemistry
Economics
English Language
English Literature
English Language & Literature
French
Geography
Government & Politics
History
Law

Mathematics
Further Mathematics
Core Mathematics
Media Studies
Photography
Physical Education
Physics
Psychology
Religious Studies
Sociology
Spanish

Level 3 BTEC & Cambridge TEC
Business (Level 3 BTEC)
Criminology (Applied Level 3)
Health & Social Care (Applied Level 3)

Information Technology (Cam TEC)
Performing Arts (Level 3 BTEC)

GCSE
English
Mathematics
Photography

The Philip Morant School and College
Rembrandt Way Colchester
Essex CO3 4QS
E-mail: thecollege@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk
Website: www.philipmorant.essex.sch.uk
Telephone: 01206 545 222
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Art and Design
Fine Art / Textiles /
Graphic Communications
A Level
Specification
Eduqas: A651QS
Eduqas: A653QS
Eduqas: A654QS
Entry Requirements
Students are required to have grade
5 (or grade B) or above in GCSE Art
Subject Contact Mrs Claire Oakman,
Subject Leader for Art and
Photography
oakmanc@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Course Outline
The A Level is a two year course which
consists of three units of work: Personal
Portfolio, Critical Study and the
externally set assignment.
WIthin the Art and Design A Level we
are offering three disciplines: Fine Art,
Textiles and Graphic Communications.

Why study Art at A Level?
Fine
Art,
Textiles
and
Graphic
Communications are creative and
practical subjects that offer students
the opportunity to explore, create,
experiment and develop a personal
portfolio that reflects not only excellent
art and design skills but also advanced
visual language techniques. Students

will learn to contextualise the art and
see it in a wider context of social,
political, technological and, above all,
artistic contexts. This will further their
design skills and enable students to
underpin their knowledge and achieve
higher attainment levels. Fine Art has
basic foundation skills of drawing. This is
a key component and allows students
to record what they see, explore ideas
and communicate their personal
intentions. We encourage a wide
response and students will have a
mixed portfolio of drawing, printing,
painting, collage, digital art, textiles and
mixed media. They will then have an
opportunity to follow a personal line of
enquiry to an end exhibition. We expect
students to become independent
learners, and work in the studios with
confidence and creativity.

Complementary Subjects
Any of the Art and Design disciplines
can run alongside subjects such as
Photography, Media Studies or other
creative subjects. Equally students from
other disciplines may well enjoy the
opportunity to explore and develop a
different set of skills.

Careers
Art students may choose to progress
onto Art Foundation courses and
degrees in subjects such as Fine Art; Art
and Design; Fashion and Textiles;
Photography; Architecture; Graphic
Design; Teaching; Film; Animation; or
directly into employment in these areas.

Facilities
We have three multipurpose design
rooms and excellent fine art materials
and equipment.
Assessment
Unit 1: Fine Art Portfolio and Critical
Study - 60%
Unit 2: Externally set assignment - 40%
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Biology
A Level
Specification
AQA 7402
Entry Requirements
Students are required to have
grade 6 in GCSE Biology or grade
6/6 in Science & grade 5 in GCSE
Maths
Subject Contact
Mrs Isla Kennedy, KS5 Science
Manager
kennedyI@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Course Outline
Section 1: Biological molecules
Section 2: Cells
Section 3: Organisms exchange
substances with their environment
Section 4: Genetic information,
variation and relationships between
organisms
Section 5: Energy transfers in and
between organisms Section 6:
Organisms respond to changes in
their internal and external
environments Section 7: Genetics,
populations, evolution and
ecosystems Section 8: The control of
gene expression.
Why study Biology at A Level? Biology is
the science of life, which is exciting and
wildly diverse. It is relevant to our
everyday lives and can provide
solutions to the problems that we face
in the future. The function of biological
molecules, cells, whole organisms and

environments can be examined and
their beautiful complexity understood
and appreciated. Biologists all over the
world are pioneers in a huge number of
fields which influence all of our lives and
the continued survival of our planet.
Since Robert Hooke developed a
microscope
in
the
1600s,
our
knowledge and understanding of the
living world has developed at an
incredible pace. The discovery of DNA
structure in 1953 has led the way for
advances in molecular biology and
genetics
and
introduced
new
possibilities in medicine and genetic
engineering. An understanding of the
science behind the headlines enables
our students to discuss the ethical and
social issues that accompany these
new discoveries.
Complementary Subjects and Careers
Following a Biology course provides the
skills that could be used in a varied
range
of
professions
including
medicine, veterinary medicine, animal
health,
horticulture,
agriculture,
physiotherapy, teaching, food science
technology,
midwifery,
dentistry,
biochemistry, occupational therapy,
optometry,
pharmacy
and
radiography.
Many
students
will
combine their studies in Biology with
Chemistry, Physics or Psychology at A
Level.
Assessment
Three written exams which will assess
content from sections 1 to 8.
Practical skills are assessed within the
written papers with 15% of the total A
Level marks allocated for practical
knowledge and understanding. A
separate endorsement of practical skills
requires students to undertake a
minimum of 12 teacher-assessed
practical activities during the two year
course.
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Unit 1: Marketing & people
Unit 2: Managing business activities
Unit 3: Business decisions & strategy
Unit 4: Global business

Business Studies
A Level
Specification
Edexcel
Entry Requirements
It is not necessary for students to
have studied GCSE Business, but a
minimum of grade 5 in GCSE
English
and
Mathematics
is
required.
Subject Contact
Mrs Jayne Mitchell

mitchellj@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk
Course Outline
The A Level course aims to develop a
critical understanding of organisations,
the markets they serve and the
process of adding value. This involves
consideration of the internal workings
and management of organisations
and, in particular, the process of
decision making in a dynamic external
environment.
We
look
at
the
inter-relationship between the four
main functional areas of business, and
pay particular attention to the
strategic decisions that each of the
areas may take in order to contribute
to the success of the whole business.
The course is organised into four units:

Assessment for A Level comprises
three,
2-hour,
written,
externally-marked
examinations.
Paper 1 focuses on Units 1 and 4;
paper 2 on Units 2 and 3; paper 3
combines all areas. The examinations
consist of a mixture of data response
questions and essay questions. The
context for Paper 3 is released prior to
the examination to allow students to
conduct research into the relevant
firm, industry or market.
Why study Business at A Level?
We interact with business every day of
our lives, making small and large
decisions about what to eat, wear,
buy or do with our leisure time.
The headlines are full of stories about
failing businesses and disagreements
about international trade.
Studying Business at A-level “lifts the
lid” on these and other issues.
While it is not required that you have
studied Business before, it is essential
that you have an interest in current
affairs, and a willingness to read and
research
further.
Business
is
a
wide-ranging subject that involves
written and mathematical elements,
so it is important that you are
competent in both skill areas.
Complementary Subjects
Many subjects combine well with
Business including Psychology, Law, IT,
French, Mathematics, Media Studies,
English, and Sociology.
Careers
You could study further for a degree in
disciplines such as Management,
Journalism, Banking, Accountancy,
Marketing, or Public Relations. Or, use
your skills as an apprentice, or even an
entrepreneur.
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In order for you to achieve the BTEC
Extended Certificate in Business you will
complete the following units:
1 - Exploring Business (internally
assessed)
2 - Developing a marketing campaign
(externally assessed by onscreen exam)
3 – Personal and business finance
(externally assessed)
4 - Recruitment and selection process
(internally assessed).

BTEC Business
Pearson BTEC Level 3 Extended
Certificate in Business
Specification
Pearson BTEC Business
Entry Requirements
Students are not required to have
studied GCSE Business but good
numeracy skills are required to be
successful
in
the
Unit
3
examination. Students will also
need strong literacy skills for
completing written assignments.
GCSE English and Maths at grade 4
or above are therefore essential.
Subject Contact
Mr Robert Newton

newtonr@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Course Outline
BTEC Business covers a range of topics
relating to small businesses, including
how to provide effective customer
service; how to recruit and select new
employees; how to manage business
finance; and what external factors can
affect a new business.
These topics will be covered in lessons in
preparation for the internally assessed
assignments and the external exams.
You will develop a range of skills
including communication, presentation
and software skills. You will also have
the chance to prepare your CV for the
world of employment.

Why study BTEC Business?
● Would you like to set up you own
business and be a successful
entrepreneur like Alan Sugar or
Levis Roots?
● Would you like to be a manager
for a large business like John Lewis
or M&S?
● Have you got an interest in the
news and how the government
and their policies affect your life?
If the answer is yes to any of these
questions then BTEC Business is the
course for you!
Complementary Subjects
Many subjects combine well with
Business including Psychology, Law, IT,
French, Mathematics, Media Studies,
English, and Sociology.
Careers
BTEC Business can be useful for
absolutely every job! Whether you are
thinking of starting your own business
or applying to work in an existing
business, this vocational course will
equip you with the knowledge and
skills required.
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Polymers; Amino acids, proteins and
DNA;
Organic
synthesis;
Nuclear
magnetic resonance spectroscopy;
Chromatography.

Chemistry
A Level
Specification
AQA Chemistry 7405
Entry Requirements
Students are required to have
grade 7 in GCSE Chemistry or
grade 7/7 in Science & grade 6 in
GCSE Maths
Subject Contact
Mrs Isla Kennedy, KS5 Manager for
Science
kennedyI@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Course Outline
Year 1
Physical chemistry Atomic structure;
Amount
of
substance;
Bonding;
Energetics; Kinetics; Chemical equilibria,
Le Chatelier’s principle and Kc;
Oxidation,
reduction
and
redox
equations
Inorganic
chemistry
Periodicity; Group 2, the alkaline earth
metals; Group 7, the halogens.
Organic chemistry Introduction to
organic
chemistry;
Alkanes;
Halogenoalkanes; Alkenes; Alcohols;
Organic analysis
Year 2
Physical chemistry Thermodynamics;
Rate equations; Equilibrium constant Kp
for homogeneous systems; Electrode
potentials and electrochemical cells;
Acids and bases Inorganic chemistry
Properties of Period 3 elements and their
oxides; Transition metals; Reactions of
ions in aqueous solution Organic
chemistry Optical isomerism; Aldehydes
and ketones; Carboxylic acids and
derivatives; Aromatic chemistry; Amines;

Why study Chemistry at A Level?
Chemistry is the study of materials what
they are made of, how they interact
with each other and their surroundings
and the role they play in living things.
Chemistry occupies a central position in
science,
linking
disciplines
from
Mathematics to Medicine and affects
every aspect of our lives. In fact the
benefits of Chemistry are so numerous
and all-pervading, that we often take
them for granted. Our clothes, the
paper we write on, the food we eat,
even the celebratory drink when exams
are over, all have been improved by
people studying Chemistry.
Complementary subjects
Chemistry is often described as the
central science. It links with other natural
sciences and underpins many branches
of technology from the silicon chip to
brewing. Chemistry links well with
Biology,
Physics,
Mathematics,
Geography and Psychology.
Careers
Chemistry is highly regarded as a sound
basis for employment in many areas. By
entering the world of Chemistry you will
be equipping yourself to play a leading
role in the complex world of tomorrow
as well as
becoming involved in a fun and
enjoyable subject.
Assessment
Three written exams which will assess
content from both Years 12 and 13.
Practical skills are assessed within the
written papers with 15% of the total
marks allocated for practical knowledge
and
understanding.
A
separate
endorsement of practical skills requires
students to undertake a minimum of 12
teacher-assessed practical activities.
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Unit 4: Crime and Punishment
The consequences to those who
violate our legal system and how they
are punished within the criminal
justice system in England and Wales.

Criminology
Level 3 Applied Certificate (Year 1)
Level 3 Applied Diploma (Year 2)
Specification:
WJEC/Eduqas
Entry Requirements:
5 GCSEs at grade 4 or above
including Science, English and
Maths.
Subject Contact:
Ms M Saunders, Subject Leader for
Social
Science
Saundersma@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Course Outline
Unit 1: Changing Awareness of Crime:
How we can differentiate between
myth and reality when it comes to
crime,
and
understand
the
importance of changing public
perceptions of crime.
Unit 2: Criminological Theories
Different theoretical explanations of
crime and how to understand the
behaviour of a specific crime or
criminal.
Unit 3: Crime Scene to Courtroom
The development of the skills needed
to review criminal cases, evaluating
the evidence to determine whether
the verdict is safe and just.

What is Criminology?
Criminology is the study of the reasons
why individuals commit crimes. By
understanding why a person commits
a crime, we can develop ways to
control crime or rehabilitate the
criminal. There are many theories in
criminology: some attribute crime to
the
individual,
who
makes a
conscious choice whether or not to
commit a crime; others believe it is
the
community’s responsibility
to
ensure that their citizens do not
commit crime. A third group believes
that
some
individuals
have
latent traits that will determine how
they will react when put in certain
situations.
This course will enable you to use
theories of criminality to analyse
criminal
situations
and
make recommendations for policy.
You will also develop the knowledge
and skills to research policy in
practice,
assess
campaigns
for changes
in
awareness, and
examine
information to
review
verdicts in criminal cases.
Careers and Degree Opportunities
Relevant to careers in the probation,
police or prison services; social work;
the legal
profession;
community development; or youth
work. You may also go on to study
Criminology at
degree
level
or
move into a related field such as
psychology, sociology, law or social
work. It is also relevant in careers
involving communication; generating
and evaluating evidence; making
reasoned arguments and ethical
judgments;
and
analysing
and
interpreting data.
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Assessment for A-level comprises three,
2 hour, written, externally-marked
examinations. Paper 1 focuses on
micro-economics;
paper
2
on
macro-economics; paper 3 combines
both areas. The examinations consist
of a mixture of multiple choice
questions, data response questions
and essay questions.

Economics
A Level
Specification
AQA 7136
Entry Requirements
It is not necessary for students to
have studied GCSE Economics but
a minimum of grade 6 in GCSE
Mathematics and grade 5 in GCSE
English is required. The subject
content is largely topical and this
makes it necessary for students to
consult a wide variety of media
sources such as newspapers,
television and the Internet.
Subject Contact
Mr Gareth Howard

howardg@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Course Outline
Micro-economics: Markets and Market
Failure: why economic choices have
to be made; the market model; how
markets can be efficient and also how
they can fail.
Macro-economics:
The
National
Economy: the use of economic
models
to
develop
a
critical
understanding of macroeconomic
issues; understanding and evaluating
the different policy options used by
governments
to
manage
the
economy.

Why study Economics at A Level?
The study of Economics emphasises
the importance of economic issues in
a modern industrial society and seeks
to encourage the development of a
basic economic competence which
will help to prepare the student to play
a full part in that society.
The first great attraction of Economics
as an A Level subject is that you are
not expected to know anything about
it in advance! However, it is important
to have an interest in economic
matters and problems, supported by
the ability to work with both
quantitative
and
qualitative
information, and to express oneself
clearly and coherently in written work.
Complementary Subjects
Mathematics, Further Mathematics,
Physics, Sociology, Geography, Law,
History and English have particular
relevance to Economics. Students
wishing to read Economics at university
are advised to study A Level
Mathematics as this is generally a
university requirement.
Careers
Economics
is
highly
rated
by
universities and employers. Certainly
those considering ‘city’ careers may
find the subject a useful insight into the
business world and the economy in
general. Possible career choices
include
accountancy,
insurance,
financial services, journalism, banking
and management.
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English Language & Literature
A Level
Specification
AQA 7707
Entry requirements
Students are required to have at
least grade 5, preferably grade 6,
in both GCSE English Language
and Literature.
Subject Contacts
Mrs Vicky Cornwall, KS5 Manager
for English
cornwallv@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Miss Peta Smith, Acting Head of
English
smithp@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Course Outline
Students following the course will study
a minimum of 5 literary texts which
cover poetry, prose and drama. In
addition, a range of non-literary texts
will be studied as part of the study of
the language of non-fiction & speech.
Why study English Language &
Literature at A Level?
Language is the most powerful tool
there is in society. In an information
rich world, it is increasingly essential to
be aware of how language can be
used to achieve effects and influence
us. English Language and Literature
enables you to develop the skills to
analyse how writers and speakers
manipulate language to achieve their
desired impact on the reader or

listener.
This course builds on the skills of writing,
reading, understanding and response
developed at GCSE. It is ideally suited
for those who wish to develop their
writing skills as well as their study of
outstanding literature. You will study a
variety of literary and non-literary texts
(including scripts, newspaper articles,
diaries, spontaneous speech) both
historic and modern. Many skills will be
developed
during
the
course,
including an ability to analyse texts
using appropriate terminology and
accurate written expression.
This is a great English course to choose
if you enjoy writing as well as reading
and are interested in the way that
language works in society. You will be
involved in discussing and developing
views on a wide range of topics as
diverse as: history, psychology, religion,
politics and sexuality.
Complementary Subjects
English Language and Literature
combines well with almost any other
subject and can introduce breadth to
a science or mathematics-based
curriculum.
Careers
English is very highly regarded by
universities and employers. The skills
gained on the course will prove
beneficial in all areas, and are
absolutely essential in careers such as
journalism, where the understanding
and use of language is paramount.
Assessment
Assessment will take the form of mainly
examinations.
Non-Examination
Assessments will offer opportunities for
students to develop extended pieces
of analytical work over a period of
time. Examinations and the NEA will
count towards the overall grading.
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English Language
A Level
Specification
AQA 7702
Entry Requirements
Students are required to have at
least grade 5, preferably grade 6,
in GCSE English Language
Subject Contact
Mrs Vicky Cornwall, KS5 Manager
for English
cornwallv@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Miss Peta Smith, Acting Head of
English
smithp@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Course Outline
Students following the course will study a
range of texts from different modes and
contexts. The analysis covers language
levels such as lexis and semantics,
grammar
(including
morphology),
pragmatics and phonology. Students will
look at language in society, its diversity,
the varieties of English language, and
how children acquire language.
Why study English Language at A Level?
Do you enjoy writing creatively? Do men
and women speak differently? Are we
judged by our accent? Investigate the
world of written and spoken language,
from how children learn to speak, to how
English has changed over time. Discover
how language is used to influence
people and how the English language
has gone global.
Language is the most powerful tool there
is in society. In an information rich world, it
is increasingly essential to be aware of
how language can be used to achieve

effects
and
influence
us. English
Language enables you to develop the
skills to analyse how writers and speakers
manipulate language to achieve their
desired impact on the reader or listener
as well as discuss how language
represents individuals, social groups and
nationalities.
This course builds on the skills of writing,
reading, understanding and response
developed at GCSE level. It is ideally
suited for those who wish to develop their
analytical skills as well as writing skills. You
will study a variety of non-literary texts
(including newspaper articles, diaries and
transcripts) both historic and modern.
This is a great English course to choose if
you enjoy writing as well as investigating
different perspectives on the changing
English Language, and you are interested
in the way that language works in society.
You will be involved in discussing and
developing views on a wide range of
topics as diverse as: history, psychology,
religion, politics and sexuality.
Complementary Subjects
English Language combines well with
almost any other subject and can
introduce breadth to a science or
mathematics based curriculum. As there
are elements of sociolinguistics and
psycholinguistics studied, this course also
compliments humanities based A-Levels.
Careers
All of the A Level English courses are very
well regarded by universities and
employers, and English Language is an
ideal subject for those wishing to pursue
careers
in
journalism,
advertising,
publishing, copywriting, public relations,
marketing and teaching.
Assessment Structure
Assessment will take the form of mainly
examinations.
A
Non-Examination
Assessment which constitutes 20% of the
overall grade is completed in the second
year of the course which includes
creative writing as well as analytical
writing. This will offer an opportunity for
students to develop an extended piece
of analytical work over a period of time.
External examinations will then count for
80% of the overall grade.
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• analyse the way that structure, form
and language shape meaning in texts;
•compare and make connections
between texts;
• take into account the views of others
to help enrich your own points of view.

English Literature
A Level
Specification
AQA 7712
Entry requirements
Candidates should have at least
grade 5, preferably grade 6, in
both GCSE English Language and
Literature at GCSE.
Subject Contacts
Mrs Vicky Cornwall, KS5 Manager
for English
cornwallv@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Miss Peta Smith, Acting Head of
English
smithp@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Why study English Literature at A Level?
In this course you will study the works of
some the world's greatest authors,
dramatists and poets. You will study a
wide range of novels, plays and
poetry, from Chaucer to the present
day.
You will develop the ability to:
• write in a sophisticated, formal way,
using accurate expression;
• express your ideas with clarity and
force, using logical argument;

If you enjoy reading and studying
literary texts, this course should appeal
to you. Those interested in history will
particularly enjoy researching the
periods in which texts were written and
finding out how the context influenced
the writers. Trips to the theatre and
conference visits are also incorporated
into the course where possible.
This
course
provides
a
good
intellectual training and ability to read
thought-provoking, high-quality literary
texts, which will enrich your life
whatever you decide to do in the
future. It is also essential to study
English Literature if you are intending
to pursue this subject at university.
Complementary Subjects
English Literature combines well with
almost any other subject and can
introduce breadth to a science or
mathematics-based curriculum.
Careers
English Literature is very highly
regarded
by
universities
and
employers. The skills gained on the
course will prove beneficial in all areas
where the understanding and use of
the written word is paramount.
Assessment
Assessment will take the form of mainly
examinations.
Non-Examination
Assessments will offer opportunities for
students to develop extended pieces
of analytical work over a period of
time. Examinations and the NEA will
count towards the overall grading.
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French
A Level
Entry Requirements:
Students must have achieved at
least grade B (or grade 6) in GCSE
French and at least grade 5 in
GCSE English Language
Subject Contact:
John Lovett, Head of College
lovettJ@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk
Course Outline
In the first year there are four topics.
These relate to Media, Popular
Culture, Healthy Living/Lifestyle and
Family/Relationships. The emphasis
is on building on what you studied
at GCSE. The common thread
amongst these is discovering how
people communicate at a personal
level, and what their individual
views are on these everyday topics.
In the second year topics include
the Environment, the Multicultural
Society and Contemporary Social
Issues plus a choice from five
cultural topics:
● A French speaking region
● 20th Century history
● An author from a target
language speaking country
● A dramatist or poet from a
French speaking country
● A
director,
architect,
musician or painter.

Why study French at A Level?
Build upon your skills gained at GCSE to
master the language of one of our
closest neighbours. Learn about the
mechanics of the French language and
study French culture, social issues,
politics and history. You will also study a
film or novel. Students will study the
social and cultural context of the French
language via texts drawn from a wide
range of sources including textbooks,
magazines, newspapers and websites.
The examination covers the four
language skills of reading, writing,
speaking and listening. Modern foreign
languages are an ideal choice for those
wishing to enter professions such as a
translator,
interpreter,
international
development
officer, or
in
the
diplomatic services.
Complementary Subjects
French is an ideal complement to
subjects in all other disciplines. In
addition, it is looked upon very
favourably by universities as it is seen as
a qualification that stands up to scrutiny,
and many transferable skills are required
for successful completion of the course.
Careers and Higher Education
For those who want to specialise in using
specific language skills, there is
translation or teaching. Alternatively,
you may want to work in the travel and
tourism industry, in which case speaking
French is of enormous advantage. But
even as an engineer or designer, being
proficient in a language will give you
broad career options. Employers in all
areas are looking to recruit those who
can offer an extra skill, and being able
to communicate in another language is
highly desirable in a modern global
economy.
Assessment structure
Unit 1: Listening, Reading and Writing
exam (35%) – Unit 2: 15 minute Speaking
Test (15%) – Unit 3: Listening, Reading
and Writing exam (35%) – Unit 4: 15
minute Speaking Test (15%).
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Geographers
use
maps,
graphs,
diagrams and text to describe and
explain patterns.

Geography
A Level

Geographers rely
practise their craft.

Specification
AQA

Geography is a challenging subject that
addresses past, present and future
issues.

Entry Requirements
It is desirable that students have
studied GCSE Geography but this is
not essential. Students are required
to have at least grade 5, preferably
grade 6, in a Humanities subject
and in GCSE English

Through fieldwork and enquiry, students
analyse the relationships between
people and the environment. They will
be encouraged to recognise the impact
on the planet of their own and others’
actions.

Subject Contact
Mr Paul Norman, Subject Leader for
Geography
normanp@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Course Outline
The A Level comprises a number of
varied physical and human units.
The Geography course will consider
geographical issues which span the
realms
of
physical
and
human
geography
and
explore
people-environment
perspectives.
Fieldwork skills are taught on field trips
over four days.
Why study Geography at A Level?
Geography is concerned with pattern
and process in human and physical
environments, as well as people
environment issues.
Students gain valuable insights into the
changing world around them as well as
developing a wealth of important skills
such as data collection, analysis, and
interpretation.

on

field-work

to

Complementary Subjects and Careers
The skills learnt in Geography are
applicable to a wide range of areas of
work including legal work, journalism,
media,
resource
management,
environmental
sciences,
surveying,
travel and tourism, marketing and
teaching. Good course combinations
include
Mathematics,
Biology,
Chemistry, Physics and English.
Learning Opportunities and Facilities
The
Geography
department’s
well-resourced suite of rooms provides
an excellent learning environment.
Up-to-date texts are available for all
students and there is ready access to
computers, relevant software, as well as
the
Internet
for
research.
The
classroom-based
activities will be
complemented by a variety of fieldwork
experiences.
Students will be actively encouraged to
deepen their knowledge – especially by
reading and research -to keep abreast
of new ideas in Geography.
Assessment
Assessment will consist of examination
papers which will include questions on
physical and human geography as well
as fieldwork.
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Government and Politics
A Level
Entry Requirements
Students are required to have at
least grade 5 in GCSE English
Language and a genuine interest
in the government and politics in
this country and around the
world.
Subject Contact
Mr J Lovett, Head of College
LovettJ@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Course Outline
The specification has been designed to
encourage interest in and enthusiasm
for the study of Government and
Politics and will enable students to
develop an insight into political beliefs,
central to an understanding of the
modern world.
The first year of the course provides an
introduction to the subject through an
examination of UK political procedures
and institutions such as democracy and
political participation, party policies
and ideas and key institutions.
The second year course allows more
specialisation requiring more skills
analysis and evaluation and offers a
choice of topics: UK and EU Political
Issues; Political Ideologies; US Politics
and Global Politics.
Students will be given the opportunity to
engage in contemporary political
debates throughout the course.

Why study Government and
Politics at A Level?
Government and Politics will enable
students to develop a wide range of
skills
including
the
ability
to
comprehend, interpret and analyse
political information. With a main
focus on the British political system,
students will study the Government in
the UK including Parliament, the Prime
Minister and the Courts. Other areas of
study include an examination of UK
political procedures and institutions
such as democracy and political
participation as well as the main
political parties, pressure groups and
elections. In year two, students are
given the opportunity to develop a
deeper understanding of aspects of
the subject at a higher level.
Throughout the course, students will be
given the opportunity to engage in
lively conversation and contemporary
political debates.
Government and Politics will help you
to develop your critical analysis skills
and is an ideal course to choose if you
are interested in people and society.
Assessment of course
The course is 100% examination - three
exams at the end of the second year.
Students will study the following topics
during the course:
● What it is like to be part of the political
system
● How politics is undertaken in the
country we live in
● How politics is different in the US
compared to the UK.
Careers
Politics; Local Government; Research;
Charity
Work;
Public
Relations;
Journalism;
The
Civil
Service;
Advertising.
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Health & Social Care
Specification
OCR Level 3 Cambridge Extended
Certificate in Health and Social Care
Entry requirements
It is desirable that students have at
least grade 5 in English and grade C
(or grade 5) in Double Science. If a
student
has
studied
GCSE
or
equivalent Health and Social Care
they need to have achieved a grade
B or grade 6.
Subject Contacts
Mrs Helena D-Waters, Subject Leader
for Health and Social Care
dwatersh@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Course Outline
Students are required to complete four
mandatory units which are assessed via
examination. The other three units are
assessed via portfolio.
Modules include:
● Building Positive Relationships
● Equality, Diversity and Rights
● Health and Safety and Security
● Anatomy and Physiology
● Public Health
● The
Impact
of
long-term
Physiological Conditions.
Why study Health and Social Care?
The course allows students to develop
skills as well as technical knowledge that
will provide them with an invaluable and
thoughtful
perspective
on
contemporary issues in health and social
care.

Students
will
gain
knowledge,
understanding and skills required for
independent
learning
and
development:
● A range of generic transferable skills
● An ability to solve problems
● The skills to do project-based
research,
development
and
presentation
● The ability to apply learning in
related health and social care and
early years settings
● The ability to work alongside other
professionals in a professional
environment.
Progression and Careers
The course equips students with skills
needed for higher education courses
such as: health and social care; social
policy;
social
work;
nursing;
physiotherapy; occupational therapy;
working with children, young people
and families; psychology; sociology.
The course also enables students to
enter the world of work in a variety of
careers such as: childcare; nursing;
paediatrics; midwifery; social work;
teaching; police officer; probation
officer; paramedic; health visitor; mental
health worker; counselling.
Assessment
Examination and Portfolio.
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History
A Level
Entry Requirements
It is desirable that students have
studied History at GCSE, but this is
not essential. Students should have
GCSE grade 5 or above in a
Humanities subject and GCSE
English.
Subject Contact
Mr Bill Lawrance, Subject Leader for
History
lawranceb@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Course Outline
Our A Level History qualification has been
designed to help students understand the
significance of historical events, the role of
individuals in history and the nature of
change over time. This qualification will
help all students to gain a deeper
understanding of the past through
political, social, economic and cultural
perspectives.
The
engaging
topics
available to students throughout the
course will provide the knowledge and
skills required to succeed at A Level.
Topics to be studied are:
Component 1: The Tudors: England,
1485-1603
Component 2: Democracy and Nazism:
Germany 1918-1945
Component 3: Historical Investigation
(Personal Study): Ireland & Britain in the
20th Century
Why study History at A Level?
If you enjoy the study of the past both for
its own sake and also for the light it throws
on the present, then History A Level is for
you. The study of History trains you to
select relevant information, assess the
validity of an argument, think and write
logically, make informed judgments about
controversial issues and present a
well-ordered case backed by supporting

evidence thereby equipping you for a
wide variety of careers.
History is an analytical subject and if you
enjoy asking questions, arguing your point
and arriving at your own judgments then
you will be well suited to it. Lessons reflect
this. We place a lot of emphasis on
discussion and debate, encouraging you
to develop your own skills and to think
independently rather than just learning
factual material.
Complementary Subjects
History goes well with any other subject, as
increasingly universities and colleges look
for a wider range of subjects in an
applicant’s portfolio.
Careers
A Level history is very highly regarded by
universities and employers. Historians are
prized for their ability to gather and
analyse information, express themselves
clearly and, most of all, for their
independence of mind. It is certainly an
ideal grounding for law, involving, as both
do, the deployment of argument based
on evidence.
The skill most developed by History is that
of critical analysis and the ability to express
ideas, knowledge and interpretations
clearly and coherently. In the fields of
management,
law,
administration,
accountancy, public relations, media,
broadcasting, journalism and marketing,
this is a highly valued asset.
Fieldtrips
Dublin for all A Level History students to
support
their
Historical Investigation
(Personal Study).
Hampton Court in London for all A Level
History students, to support the Tudor
England component.
In addition, The History Department
supports a visit each year by College
Students to Poland, to the Nazi Death
Camps at Auschwitz, near Krakow.
Assessment
Component 1: Breadth Study (40%). 2 hour
30 minute exam at the end of the course.
Component 2: Depth Study (40%). 2 hour
30 minute exam at the end of the course.
Component 3: Historical Investigation
(Personal
Study) (20%).This will be
independently researched and written by
the student, presented in the form
of a piece of extended writing between
3000 and 3500 words in length.
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Information Technology
Cambridge TEC Level 3
Certificate/Introductory Diploma
Specification
OCR Cambridge TEC Level 3
Diploma in IT
Entry Requirements
The Level 3 course syllabus is best
suited to those who have studied ICT
or computing at Level 2 / GCSE.
Individual exceptions may apply.
Students should have achieved a B
grade (Merit) or higher at Level
2/GCSE.
Subject Contact
Mr Martin Smith, Subject Leader for
Computing
smithm@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk
Course Outline
The majority of the qualification content
will be internally assessed through
centre-set assignments with the external
assessment taking many forms, including:
• Case study research
• Project work
• Written examination
The two core units are: Communication
and Employability Skills for IT and
Information Systems. Students will then
study a further four units from a wide range
of options. These options with be decided
by the IT teaching team to best cater for
the skills and interests of the students.
There will be three externally assessed units
via examination. Two of these exams will
be 90 minutes long, one of which will have
a pre-released case study; the third will be
60 minutes in length. There will also be a
mandatory unit which will be internally
assessed and externally moderated along
with the five optional units. The units cover
a wide range of business/infrastructure

related topics along with emerging digital
technologies, applications development
and data analysis. The course has a great
scope for practical work. The course will
exercise your independent work skills
which will be supplemented by guided
learning.
Why study Cambridge TEC Level 3 IT?
The new Cambridge Technical Level 3
Diploma will allow students to achieve
their potential and progress to the next
stage of their lives, whether it be higher
education,
an
apprenticeship,
or
employment.
The course has been developed with the
help of IT industry professionals and
shaped by the skills that are required most
in the real world.
Complementary Subjects
This subject has links with business, all the
sciences and mathematics but the skills
you learn and develop will help with all
your subjects.
Careers
The course is best suited to those who
would like to go on to an apprenticeship
or career in the IT industry, but will equally
suit those who want to enhance their IT
skills for use in other industries. The course
has been designed to accredit learners'
achievements and develop their ability to
carry out tasks in a way that is relevant to
the workplace or to further study at
university. The skills acquired are especially
relevant to courses such as Business,
Computing, the Social and Natural
Sciences, Engineering, and many more. All
universities who accept BTEC qualifications
will
accept
the
OCR Cambridge
Technicals via the UCAS system, however
there remain a few courses at Universities
that still do not recognise BTEC
qualifications
Assessment
You must complete all required units and
provide evidence that you have met the
assessment objectives described in each
unit. Assessment is through a mixture of
centre-based tasks (coursework) and
examinations.
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Law
A Level
Specification
OCR H415
Entry Requirements
Law students should be interested
in the world around them, be able
to write well, and have the ability
to develop critical and analytical
arguments. It is essential therefore,
that students have a minimum of
grade 5 or above in GCSE English
Language. Problem solving and
logical thinking are also required so
it is preferable that students have a
grade 5 in GCSE Mathematics.
Subject Contact
Ms Meg Saunders, Subject Leader
for Social Sciences
saundersma@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Course Outline
Students will study three units over the
A Level course: the legal system and
criminal law; law making and the law of
tort; and the nature of law and human
rights law. These topics will give students
an insight into the distinction between
enforceable legal rules in contrast to other
rules and norms of behaviour. You will also
gain an understanding of the differences
between criminal and civil law and
between different sources of law including
custom, statute law and the common law.
There are also topics such as the legislative
process including types of bills, stages in
the process and the role of the Law
Commission as well as a variety of
influences on law making. You will also
study delegated legislation, statutory
interpretation, judicial precedent, the
functions of the civil and criminal courts as

well as the legal profession including
magistrates and the judiciary. In other
topics you will study the principles of
criminal liability; the law on assault and
battery; fatal offences including murder
and manslaughter; property offences
including theft, burglary and robbery. You
will also learn about defences such as
insanity, automatism and self-defence.
Other areas include tort law, law and
morality and human rights law.
Why study Law at A Level?
Although you may not realise it, you
cannot get through a day without the law
having an impact on you in some way. In
this interesting subject you will learn that
law is defined as a system of rules by
which society is governed. It is there to
help us when we need assistance, to set
standards such as what speed we should
drive at on our roads to how we should
treat other people. It is also there to punish
us when we commit an offence against
the state. With a qualification in law, you
could go on to higher education to study
law or business studies, or you could work
in the legal profession, local government
or management. Equally, the study of law
is also suitable for students who simply
have an interest in people and related
social issues.
Complementary Subjects
Many other subjects go well with Law, for
example, English, History, Psychology,
Sociology and Economics.
Careers
Of course some Law students want to
eventually practice as either a solicitor or
barrister but not everyone does. Law
students will develop a variety of
transferable skills such as analysis,
reasoning and problem-solving, alongside
the ability to construct legal arguments;
these skills are considered valuable and
are held in high esteem by a wide range
of future employers.
Assessment
At A Level, there are three, two hour
examinations. Each paper is worth one
third of the full A Level.
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Core Mathematics
AS Level over 2 years
Specification
AQA 1350
Entry Requirements
Students are required to have a
minimum of grade 5 in GCSE
Mathematics. Students that have
not studied GCSE, but have
experienced
a
mathematical
background of a similar standard,
will also be considered for entry onto
the course.
Subject Contact
Dr Ray McGuinness, KS5 Manager for
Mathematics
mcguinnessr@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Mrs Alice Davies, Subject Leader,
Mathematics
daviesa@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Course Outline
Students following this two year
programme will work towards a fully
accredited AS qualification. Core
Maths will help you understand and
apply clear mathematical reasoning to
real-life problems, analyse and interpret
data
in
various
contexts
and
confidently deal with everyday
financial maths.
It is intended that the course will also
allow opportunities for students to bring

supplementary material to lessons
designed to support other areas of the
curriculum, such as the sciences,
geography,
business
studies,
psychology and economics, although
this list is not exhaustive. This is to enable
students to see the wider applications
of mathematics in
practical relevant contexts.
Why study Mathematics post-16?
Mathematics, and more specifically
numeracy, is a highly valued skill.
Although a GCSE grade 5 (C grade) is
sufficient for many career options, you
will find that a higher level of
mathematical knowledge is of great
benefit and is increasingly in demand
from employers and universities.
Core Maths "gives students the
opportunity to maintain and develop
everyday maths skills that will be really
useful to them, both at university and
when they start work." (Dr Deidre
Hughes, OBE).
Who is this course for?
This course is designed to meet the
needs of:
● Higher tier GCSE students who aspire
to study Mathematics beyond
GCSE, but who have gaps in their
knowledge, making it difficult for
them to achieve a successful
transition from GCSE to a full A Level
in Mathematics.
● Those students who intend to take
HE courses that include a
quantitative element.
● Those students taking A Levels in
Science, Technology or Business
Studies or other Level 3 courses
where mathematical competence
beyond GCSE grade C is useful or
required.
Assessment
This
is
through
examination.

100%

written
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Mathematics
A Level
Specification
Edexcel 9MA0
Entry Requirements
The A Level syllabus is only suited to
those who have successfully studied
GCSE Mathematics at the Higher
tier. Students must have a minimum
of grade 6, but will usually have
achieved grade 7 or higher at
GCSE.
Subject Contact
Dr Ray McGuinness, KS5 Manager
for Mathematics
mcguinnessr@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Mrs Alice Davies, Subject Leader,
Mathematics
daviesa@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Additional Requirements
All students intending to pursue a
conventional
2-year
A
Level
in
Mathematics will sit a test of their
mathematical capability within the first
two weeks of Year 12. Prior to this, all
applicants will receive a preparatory
pack to work through during the summer
break, outlining the skills that we believe
a student should possess before
embarking on A Level Mathematics.
Students who demonstrate that they are
not yet able to follow the conventional
Mathematics course can opt for Core
Maths in Year 12 with a view to continuing
on to the full AS in Year 13.
Why study Mathematics at A Level?
The natural regard that we all have for

pattern, logic, reasoning and proof is
formalised within Mathematics. The
extension of GCSE study continued to
advanced
level
increases
both
competence and fascination in this field.
The applications of mathematical ideas
to other areas of study are numerous
such as calculus applied to population
growth, the use of mechanics in Physics,
and statistical techniques in Psychology.
Encompassed within mathematical study
is the knowledge that certain theoretical
results, that are not immediately obvious
and
perhaps
not
immediately
applicable, may eventually have a
purpose. For example, the work of
‘algebraists’ linking with other disciplines
over the last hundred years culminating
in the building of the computer.
Course Outline
The new course follows 3 key elements:
Core, Statistics and Mechanics.
Complementary subjects
Mathematics is an ideal subject to study
with any advanced level subjects, but
has particular relevance for any Science
subject, Economics and Business Studies,
Computing, IT, Geography, Sociology
and Psychology.
Careers
The list is long and varied, but
Mathematics is often quoted as a
prerequisite for: the Actuarial Profession;
Architecture;
the
Armed
Forces;
Computing; Economics; Engineering;
Financial
Services;
Insurance;
Operational Research, Planning and
Management;
Statistics;
and
Telecommunications.
Higher Education
Again, the list is extensive and would
certainly include: Accountancy; Business;
Computer
Science;
Economics;
Education;
Electronics;
Engineering;
Mathematics; Operational Research;
and the Natural and Social Sciences.
Assessment
This is through 100% written examination.
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Further Mathematics
A Level
Specification
Edexcel 9FM0
Entry Requirements
An analytical mind, and a hunger
to solve logical problems are
essential.
GCSE
Mathematics
grade 7, preferably grade 8, is
required. Exposure to GCSE Further
Maths will also give you a great
foundation for this course.
Subject Contact
Dr Ray McGuinness, KS5 Manager
for Mathematics
mcguinnessr@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Course Outline
In the first year you will study the
compulsory unit Further Pure Maths 1
where you will study proof, complex
numbers and matrices. You will also
study one of four optional modules
from Further Pure Maths 2, Further
Mechanics 1, Further Statistics 1 or
Further Decision Maths 1.
In the second year you will study the
compulsory unit Further Pure Maths 3
where
you
will
study
polar
co-ordinates, hyperbolic functions and
differential equations. You will also
study one of four optional modules
from Further Pure Maths 4, Further
Mechanics 1 or 2, Further Statistics 1 or
2 or Further Decision Maths 1 or 2.

Why study Further Mathematics at
A Level?
A Level Further Mathematics is often a
pre-requisite for entry into many higher
education courses such as medicine,
accountancy, and
STEM courses.
Many studies show that students who
study these subjects at university often
go on to earn significantly above the
national average wage.
Complementary subjects
The natural sciences, particularly
Physics, all have a significant amount
of mathematics in them, and you will
find the skills you learn in both Maths
and Further Maths transfer nicely. Also,
by virtue of doing twice as much
maths as is in the regular A Level, you
will likely find you get lots of
opportunity to hone your skills in things
such as calculus. Consequently,
students who study Further Maths at A
Level often achieve top grades in their
regular A Level maths.
Careers
Students who study Maths and Further
Maths typically go on to higher
education at Russell Group universities,
where they will study Maths, Statistics,
Engineering, Physics, Economics or
Medicine. Career opportunities for
graduates in these fields include
finance, engineering and computing
amongst others.
Assessment
100% end of year exams.
Further Pure Maths
Further Mechanics
Further Decision Maths
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Media Studies
A Level
Specification
EDUQAS
Entry requirements
Students are expected to have
grade 5 in GCSE English. It is
desirable for students to have
taken Media Studies at GCSE but it
is not a requirement. For those
students who have, grade C (or
grade 5), but preferably grade B
(or grade 6) is required.
Subject Contact
Miss P Smith, Subject Leader
smithp@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk
Course Outline
A Level specifications in Media Studies
require close analysis and comparison of
media products in relation to relevant key
social, cultural, economic, political and
historical contexts.
• During the coursework unit, students will
produce an individual cross-media
production in response to a brief from the
exam board.
• The first exam will include unseen
audio-visual or print based material from
which students will respond with case
study examples.
• The second exam will require students to
explore text, industry and audience and
the links between theory and media texts.
Why study Media Studies at A Level?
The mass media play a central role in
society. Students who choose Media
Studies at A Level will have the opportunity
to combine the academic study of the
mass media with the development of

practical media-production skills. The
course involves research, media theory
and practical production work. Students
will: learn about how media industries
operate; investigate issues and debates
about the role of the media in society;
analyse texts from a variety of media (for
example: television programmes, films,
advertising, and the press).
Complementary Subjects
Media Studies is a good example of a
cross-curricular subject. It will develop your
research skills, analytical skills, creativity,
reading and writing. As such it provides
useful preparation for further education
and employment. The production task can
also be a source of tremendous personal
satisfaction. It has links with the study of
texts and language in English as well as
great debating opportunities. It also shares
relevance with the social sciences and
ICT. Students may also wish to get involved
in extra-curricular activities, either in
college or with local media organisations.
Careers
If you choose to study the subject, Media
Studies can open many doors to higher
education and employment. You may
choose to explore production by taking a
more creative route. Magazine and
newspaper journalism is also a popular
choice. With technology changing the
nature of the subject, you may wish to go
into web design, games design or
something IT related.
Facilities
ICT is transforming the nature of media
production at domestic and professional
levels. The college has a range of
professional editing systems and photo
manipulation software, allowing students
to produce broadcast standard
productions for their coursework. The
course also makes substantial use of the
Internet. Visit our social media sites for
examples of student work:
www.youtube.com/pmmediastudies
www.facebook.com/pmmediamag
Assessment
70% Exam / 30% Coursework.
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Performing Arts
BTEC Certificate in Performing Arts
(1yr) Equivalent to 0.5 A Level

Course Outline

BTEC Extended Certificate
Performing Arts (2yrs)
Equivalent to 1 A Level

● Developing Skills and Techniques for
Live Performance (Certificate)
o Group Performance Workshop
(Extended Certificate)
o Performing Arts in the
Community
o Individual Performance
o Final Live Performance to an
Audience (Diploma)

in

BTEC Diploma in Performing Arts
(2yrs) Equivalent to 2 A Levels
Entry Requirements
BTEC Level 2 in Performing Arts Merit or above or grade 5 or above
in GCSE Drama/Dance, or the
ability to demonstrate
extra-curricular experience in
drama/theatre work at interview.
Students choosing the subject
should also be prepared to commit
themselves fully to their studies - in
particular to show a willingness to
work outside of college hours
(rehearsals, workshops, theatre trips
etc).
Subject Contact
Mrs Laura Hicks, Subject Leader for
Drama and Dance
hicksl@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

● Investigating Practitioners’ Work

● Examples of Optional Units
o Classical Ballet; Tap Dance;
Jazz Dance; Street Dance;
Contemporary Dance; Healthy
Dancer; Choreography for Live
Performance
o Screen Acting; Theatre
Directing; Writing for
Performance; Interpreting
Classical Text for Performance;
Acting Styles; Developing the
Voice for Performance;
Improvisation; Movement in
Performance; Singing
Techniques for Performers;
Physical Theatre Techniques;
Musical Theatre Techniques;
Variety Performance;
Storytelling; Audio Performance.

Why study BTEC Performing Arts?
The BTEC Level 3 Performing Arts
programme allows you to explore,
develop and refine your performance
disciplines
and
the
effective
integration
of
these
skills
in
performance, through a range of
different styles and methods.
You can participate in a variety of
units ranging from acting, dance and
singing through to business. The skills
developed in these units are then
applied to live performances and
showcases throughout the two years.
The performing projects are designed
to be a realistic experience of the
performance profession and will
prepare you for study at higher
education level or a range of work
opportunities in the industry.
It is suited to learners who are
committed
to
going
into
the
performing arts and who appreciate
the need for both the practical and
academic skills to survive the rigours of
the performing arts industry.
Extensive practical work is undertaken
and is combined with relevant theory
and academic inquiry. You will need
to analyse practical work in written
evaluations and to write essays on
texts, practitioners and dance works.
There are a variety of modes of
delivery including workshops, lectures,
performances, tutorials, seminars and
traditional classroom activities.
Complementary Subjects
Performing Arts can be combined with
subjects including English Language,
English Literature, Media Studies, Art
and Dance to provide a strong basis
for further work in the dramatic and
performing arts.

Careers
In addition to the performing arts
sector-specific
content,
this
qualification provides learners with the
opportunity to develop all-round
performance skills and transferable
skills
such
as
self-confidence,
self-presentation, personal discipline,
time management and organisational
skills which are highly regarded by
higher education and employers.
• Communication skills – performing,
communicating and presenting ideas
to an audience
• Collaborative skills – with a focus on
self-management,
teamwork
and
participation in group performance
which develops collaborative skills and
confidence building. It combines well
with a large number of subjects at
Level 3, whether academic or
vocational.
Extra-Curricular Opportunities
The College has an outstanding
reputation for producing creative
performance work of the highest
quality, and all students are expected
to be involved in college and whole
school productions in some way. Our
brand new building opening in 2018
will provide outstanding facilities to
work and develop both performance
and performance support skills.
Assessment
Core and optional units are internally
and externally assessed. The range of
assessments – both practical and
written - mean that you can showcase
your learning and achievements to
best effect when you take your next
step,
whether
that’s
supporting
applications to higher education
courses or potential employers.
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Photography
A Level
Specification
Eduqas: A656QS
Entry requirements
Students are required to have
grade 5 (or grade B) or above in
GCSE Art or another creative
subject
Subject Contact
Mrs Claire Oakman, Subject Leader
for Photography
oakmanc@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Course Outline
The first year of the course consists of
two units of work: Foundation skills and
a photography portfolio. The second
year consists of three units of work:
photography portfolio, critical study
and an externally set assignment.
Why study Photography at A Level?
Photographers capture the essence of
a definitive moment in time, fixed in a
single frame, seeing a world that often
goes unseen by the human eye. What
is caught on film is captured forever.
The image retains and records the little
things, long after they have been
forgotten.

You can create alternative realities,
experiences and emotions in which we
are forced to question our own
perception.
The
possibilities
are
endless...
If you want to discover the thrill of
photography,
through
visual
communication and self-expression,
this
course
encourages
an
adventurous and enquiring approach
to photography, enabling you to go
beyond your own expectations.
Students explore strong technical
processes
alongside
personal,
aesthetic responses to a large range
of primary sources, in a variety of
contexts. Students are encouraged to
develop their independent learning
skills in the creation of exciting and
individual work. Students are expected
to research a variety of sources
including the work of contemporary
photographers and image makers and
take part in visits to galleries and
relevant sites.
Students should also be able to
demonstrate an understanding of past
and
contemporary
photography
practice and be able to produce work
that embraces a range of ideas. There
is a focus on photography practice
and the integration of theory,
knowledge and understanding. This
course will suit you if you enjoy
experimenting, creating images and
communicating in a visual world;
researching
photography
and
photographic history.

Complementary Subjects
Photography can be studied as part of
a portfolio of creative subjects, such as
Art and Design and Media Studies.
Equally students from other disciplines
may well enjoy the opportunity to
explore and develop a different set of
skills.
Careers
Photography students may choose to
progress onto Art Foundation courses
and degrees in subjects such as Fine
Art; Art and Design; Photography;
Architecture;
Graphic
Design;
Teaching; Film Production; Animation;
or directly into employment in these
areas.
Facilities
We have a fantastic darkroom and
studio, photographic enlargers and
chemicals, state of the art studio
lighting equipment, as well as an
amazing range of new cameras and
lenses. It is an advantage to have your
own camera, but it is not a course
requirement.
The
department
is
equipped with brand new laptops,
Photoshop software and printers,
enabling
students
to
become
creative,
adventurous
and
independent photographers. We will
provide a wide range of materials and
resources, however, students may be
asked to provide any additional
photographic paper and film as the
course develops.
Assessment
Unit 1: Personal Photographic Portfolio
and Critical Study 60%
Unit 2: Externally set assignment 40%
All coursework is marked internally and
externally moderated.
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Physical Education
A Level
Specification
OCR A Level PE H555
Entry Requirements
Students should ideally have grade
6 / Merit or higher in a Level 2 PE
course. Students must also have a
minimum of grade 5 in Science, but
preferably grade 6. This course is
open to students who have not
studied GCSE PE but acceptance
will be upon discussion with the
subject leader. Students will be
expected to further their own
personal high level of performance
through participation in sport
outside of college.
Subject Contact
Mr Tom Chapman, Subject Leader
for Physical Education
chapmant@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Course Outline
Applied anatomy and physiology;
exercise physiology; biomechanics;
skill acquisition; sports psychology;
sport and society; contemporary
issues in physical activity and sport;
performance or coaching; evaluation
and analysis of performance for
Improvement (EAPI).
Why study PE at A Level?
OCR’s A Level in Physical Education
will equip students with both a depth
and
breadth
of
knowledge,
understanding and skills relating to
scientific, socio-cultural and practical
aspects of physical education. The
content has been designed to allow
students to study Physical Education in
an academic setting, enabling them
to critically analyse and evaluate their
physical performance and apply their
experience of practical activity in
developing their knowledge and
understanding of the subject.
The
examined
components
will
provide
the
knowledge
and
understanding which underpin the
non-exam assessment (NEA). The NEA
within this specification allows students
to explore an activity in detail as a
performer or coach, chosen from a
wide variety of sporting activities.
Students will also analyse and
evaluate performance in a chosen
activity as part of their NEA, in the form
of a speaking exam.
Complementary Subjects
Physical Education works well with a
broad range of subjects. Biology and
Psychology have particular relevance.
Careers
Physiotherapy;
Psychology;
Sports
Coaching;
Sociology;
Recreation
Management; PE Teaching
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Complementary Subjects
Physics fits in well with any of the other
natural sciences and, while not absolutely
essential at A Level, Mathematics is
needed if considering studying Physics at
university. Product Design, PE and Social
Sciences can all combine well with
Physics. People do not usually think of
Physics as being associated with Art or
English Literature, but to be good at those
subjects requires a good imagination and
“feeling” for the way ideas fit together,
and that is a characteristic also of a good
scientist.

Physics
A Level
Specification
AQA A Level Physics 7408
Entry Requirements
Students are required to have at
least:
grade 7 in GCSE Physics or 7/7 for
Science & grade 7 in GCSE Maths
Subject Contact
Mrs Isla Kennedy,
Manager

KS5 Science

kennedyi@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk
Course Outline
Section 1: Measurements and their errors
Section 2: Particles and radiation
Section 3: Waves
Section 4: Mechanics and materials
Section 5: Electricity
Section 6: Further mechanics and thermal
physics
Section 7: Fields and their consequences
Section 8: Nuclear physics
Section 9: Turning points in physics
Why study Physics at A Level?
Physicists strive to understand the physical
world and to discover the laws which
govern its behaviour. It is the study of the
interaction of matter and energy and
extends from cosmology and the
processes which keep stars burning,
through electronics and optical materials,
to nuclear reactions and sub-atomic
particles.

Careers
The list of possible careers is endless. The
most
obvious
are
engineers
and
technicians of all kinds who need a sound
background in Physics. Pharmacists; health
and safety officers; yacht and boat
designers; speech therapists; information
scientists;
climatologists;
industrial
designers; surgeons; technical writers and
soil scientists are just some of the career
options for an A Level physicist.
Learning opportunities and facilities
Physics is arguably the most exciting and
intellectually stimulating of the natural
sciences. It is also the most basic, and
underpins other sciences and engineering.
A Level teaching at The Philip Morant
College is based on a combination of
lectures, practical work, small group
teaching, seminars and problem-solving
workshops.
Assessment
Three written exams (at the end of Yr 13).
Paper 1 will assess content from sections 1
to 6. Paper 2 will assess content from
sections 6 to 8 (with assumed knowledge
from sections 1 to5). Paper 3 will assess
practical skills and data analysis plus
section 9.
Practical work is assessed within the written
exams, with 15% of the total A Level marks
allocated for practical knowledge and
understanding. A separate endorsement
of practical skills requires students to
undertake a minimum of 12 practical
activities during the 2 year course. This
practical work is assessed by teachers.
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research methodology. The third unit
covers a number of optional topics such
as
cognition
and
development,
aggression,
forensic
psychology,
relationships or stress.

Psychology
A Level
Specification
AQA 7182
Entry Requirements
Psychology is a challenging subject
which
requires
good writing,
comprehension and evaluative
skills. Its use of scientific methods to
investigate psychological questions
means that students will need to
have achieved grades 5,5 (or C,C)
or above in the double Science
award at GCSE. Students who have
studied statistics at GCSE will also
be at an advantage. In addition,
students will need to carry out
independent reading and research
as well as answer essay style
questions. Students should also
have achieved grade 5 or above
in GCSE English Language.
Subject Contact
Ms Meg Saunders, Subject Leader
for Social Sciences
saundersma@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Course Outline
The A Level course is made up of three
units: Paper one includes a number topics
such as; social influence comprising
conformity and obedience, memory,
including the study of theories related to
memory as well as eyewitness testimony
and explanations of attachment. Paper
two covers a number of different
psychological
approaches,
psychopathology covering abnormality
and mental health and the biopsychology
of stress.
Students will also gain an
excellent grounding in data analysis and

Why study Psychology at A Level?
Psychology is the study of behaviour and
mental processes. It is a subject to which
we can all relate events in our own lives
and it is hoped that students will find the
course interesting and challenging. Its
diverse subject matter ranges from the
activity of a single brain cell to the
conflicts of a complex society. If you are
interested in questions such as: Why do
some people suffer from stress and mental
illness? Is personality inherited or learned?
What makes us obey others? How can we
improve memory? then you should
consider taking this course.
As well as carrying out practical work,
students will examine the different
methods psychologists employ to carry out
their research. You will develop a number
of skills, not least, how to plan and
conduct ethical scientific investigations
and how to analyse and interpret data.
You will also develop your evaluation and
written communication skills. By the end of
the course you will be able to
communicate more effectively, put your
point of view across fluently and view the
world around you from a number of
different perspectives.
Complementary Subjects
Psychology combines well with both
science and humanities subjects. While
Statistics (Maths) and Biology have
particular relevance, being an essentially
human interest subject, Law, Sociology or
Health & Social Care also complement this
subject.
Careers
Psychology students have skills and
knowledge relevant to careers in
education, industry, the health professions,
management and social services.
Assessment
Assessment is via written examination:
three, two hour exams at the end of the
course. Each paper is equally weighted.
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Religious Studies & Philosophy
A Level
Specification
AQA
Entry Requirements
Students must have at least grade
C (or grade 5) in a Humanities
subject and GCSE English to
demonstrate an ability to write
clearly
and
convey
ideas
effectively.
Subject Contact
Mr John Lovett, Head of College
lovettJ@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk
Course Outline
In studying this course, students will
experience life-enhancing learning in
that the topics covered can have a
real impact on moral thinking and the
dilemmas we face as people. The
course explores philosophy, religion
and ethics within a modern context. It
looks at questions such as:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Does the order and purpose of
the world imply a designer?
Is religion a human construct?
Can we talk meaningfully about
religion?
Does God exist?
What is atheism?
Is spirituality a type of religious
expression?

Do near-death experiences
prove that there is life after
death?
What are miracles and do they
still happen?
Does the existence of evil and
suffering in the world mean that
there is no God?

Why study Religious Studies at A Level?
Studying religion, theology, philosophy
and ethics appeals to students who
like to debate key philosophical issues
and get to the heart of why people
hold
certain
beliefs.
They
are
interested in the world in which they
live, in current affairs and how religion
has
been,
to
some
extent,
marginalised
by
modern
developments,
such
as
the
developments of science.
Students do not have to have any
religious commitment to study this
course and can be from any religious
background. Rather, the key quality
for this course is to have a lively and
enquiring mind.
Complementary Subjects
This subject is an ideal complement to
subjects in many other disciplines. It
has clear links with History, Sociology
and English Literature and could be a
'healthy' addition to an otherwise
natural science-based programme of
study.
Careers
Students who take this course can
progress to read a wide number of
degrees
at university as it is
non-restrictive.
Potential
careers
include
journalism,
social
work,
teaching, law, the police, research,
medicine,
broadcasting
and
television.
Assessment
External examinations at the end of
the two year course.
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Sociology
A Level
Specification
AQA 7192
Entry requirements
Sociology
relies
heavily
on
experimental and research data
collected from a wide range of
social situations to investigate
sociological questions. As such,
students will need to have
achieved grades 5,5 (or C,C) or
above in GCSE Science. In
addition, students will need to carry
out independent reading and
research as well as answer essay
style questions. Students should also
have gained grade 5 or above in
GCSE English Language.
Subject Contact
Ms Meg Saunders, Subject Leader
for Social Sciences
saundersma@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

Course Outline
Unit one centres on Education. Students will
study topics such as the role and functions of
the
education
system,
including
its
relationship to the economy and to class
structure,
differential
educational
achievement of social groups by social class,
gender and ethnicity in contemporary
society. Students will also study sociological
research methods comprising: quantitative
and qualitative methods; design; and
sources of data, including questionnaires,
interviews, observation and experiments. Unit
two covers Families and Households were
students will study the issues relating to
changes in family and household structure
and the impact this has had on society. Unit
three covers Crime and Deviance. In this
unit,
students
will
consider
different
explanations of crime and deviance and

how various forms of behaviour become
labelled as deviant, and how society
controls its members. Students will also study
the social distribution of crime by ethnicity,
gender and social class. Within this unit,
students will also extend their knowledge of
research methodology.
Why study Sociology at A Level?
In terms of our evolutionary past, in what is
really a blink of an eye, we have developed
into a complex society with a wide range of
needs, opportunities and challenges. This
subject recognises that we are social beings
and not just individuals with our own
separate lives. Our lives are shared with
others and shaped by the society in which
we live; by our family, our social class, the
media, our gender and race. When studying
A Level Sociology, you will cover an
interesting spectrum of subjects which,
between them, will help you make sense of
the society in which we live as well as the
culture and identity issues which affect us all.
During the course you will have opportunities
to discuss, debate, and undertake your own
social research. By the end of the course you
will have learnt how to use evidence to
support your arguments, how to evaluate
research, how to put over your point of view
fluently, how to investigate facts and use
deduction and view society from a number
of different perspectives.
Complementary Subjects
Sociology is firmly established at university
and complements many other subjects.
Students who take Sociology often also study
Psychology, Law, English Literature, History,
Geography, and Media Studies.
Careers
Sociology is a great choice of subject for
people who want a career in social work,
nursing or medicine. The subject is also useful
in a number of other careers such as
marketing, advertising, public relations,
journalism, law or teaching. Sociology
graduates can go on into careers in
management, government and policy
making.
Assessment
Assessment is via written examination only at
the end of the two year course: three, two
hour examinations. Each paper is equally
weighted, contributing a third of the final
award.
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Spanish
A Level
Entry Requirements:
Students must have achieved at
least grade B (or grade 6) in GCSE
Spanish and at least grade 5 in
GCSE English Language
Subject Contact:
John Lovett, Head of College
lovettJ@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk
Course Outline
In the first year there are four
topics. These relate to Media,
Popular
Culture,
Healthy
Living/Lifestyle
and
Family/Relationships. The emphasis
is on building on what you studied
at GCSE. The common thread
amongst these is discovering how
people
communicate
at
a
personal level, and what their
individual views are on these
everyday topics.
In the second year topics include
the Environment, the Multicultural
Society and Contemporary Social
Issues plus a choice from five
cultural topics:
● A Spanish speaking region
● 20th Century history
● An author from a target
language speaking country
● A dramatist or poet from a
Spanish speaking country
● A
director,
architect,
musician or painter.

Why study Spanish at A Level?
Build upon your skills gained at GCSE to
master one of the most widely spoken
languages in the world. Learn about
the mechanics of the Spanish language
and study Spanish culture, social issues,
politics and history. You will also study a
film or novel. Students will study the
social and cultural context of the
Spanish language via texts drawn from
a wide range of sources including
textbooks, magazines, newspapers and
websites. The examination covers the
four language skills of reading, writing,
speaking and listening. Modern foreign
languages are an ideal choice for
those wishing to enter professions such
as a translator, interpreter, international
development
officer, or in the
diplomatic services.
Complementary Subjects
Spanish is an ideal complement to
subjects in all other disciplines. In
addition, it is looked upon very
favorably by universities as it is seen as a
qualification that stands up to scrutiny,
and many transferable skills are
required for successful completion of
the course.
Careers and Higher Education
For those who want to specialise in
using specific language skills, there is
translation or teaching. Alternatively
you may want to work in the travel and
tourism industry, in which case speaking
Spanish is of enormous advantage. But
even as an engineer or designer, being
proficient in a language will give you
broad career options. Employers in all
areas are looking to recruit those who
can offer an extra skill, and being able
to communicate in another language is
highly desirable in a modern global
economy.
Assessment structure
Unit 1: Listening, Reading and Writing
exam (35%) – Unit 2: 15 minute Speaking
Test (15%) – Unit 3: Listening, Reading
and Writing exam (35%) – Unit 4: 15
minute Speaking Test (15%).

Enrichment
At Philip Morant College, students have the opportunity to take part in a broad range
of voluntary enrichment activities alongside your main programme of study.
Some activities enable you to gain additional qualifications or experiences while others
allow expression of creative talent. Involvement in activities of your choice will not only
enrich your time here, but will also give you the chance to meet new friends, widen your
interests, and develop teamwork and leadership skills - all great for you personally,
appreciated by universities and employers, and an excellent addition to your CV or
personal statement.
The list below represents some of the activities which have been offered but this list is not
definitive and we believe that enrichment should be as individualised as possible. Under
the banner of enrichment, many students have incorporated relevant work experience
or voluntary work into their study programme.
Enrichment is not a closed book. If you wish to pursue an activity that is currently not on
offer, then this is the perfect opportunity for you to take the lead in starting your own
club or society.

EPQ
(Extended
Project
Qualification)

British Sign
Language
(BSL)

Conversational
Spanish

Music Group

Film Club

Art and
Photography

Pre-Teaching
and
Classroom
Support

Debating
Society

Magazine
Production

Drama and
Theatre
Group

Sport
or
Yoga
oCreative

Pre-Driving
and Driving
Theory

What do our students say?

“It's like being part of a big
family. Everyone basically
looks out for each other.
There's a good, supportive
atmosphere and you know
there'll always be someone
there to help you if you
have a problem.”
“College is very different to
school. The work at A Level is
harder, so you have to want to
do it. But you get excellent support from your teachers. They
encourage you and give you
lots of ideas how to improve,
and help you to investigate
options for the future.”

“College isn't only about work.
There's a lot going on. There
are trips, enrichment, gigs in
the café. There are BBQs and
sports and events like the
Summer Ball.”

Philip Morant School and College
Rembrandt Way, Colchester, CO3 4QS
Tel: 01206 545222
Email: thecollege@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk
Visit us online:
www.philipmorant.essex.sch.uk

