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Head Teacher’s Hello
We are nearly at the end of 2018, and time seems to have passed
so quickly since September when we welcomed our new Year
7 students. I am always impressed with the amount that is
achieved in the first term. Each day, I walk around the school and
pop into lessons and am always impressed with the quality of
teaching and learning taking place. That said, we are keen to
ensure that Philip Morant continues to improve and provide an
even better learning experience for our young people.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our students,
parents and carers for their generous support for our Shoe Box
Appeal. They are all wrapped and ready for delivery, and I know
that they will make a difference to the local community. Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year; I look forward to welcoming our
students back on the 8th January ready for another busy term.

Philip Morant Christmas Hamper Appeal 2018
Our annual Christmas Hamper Appeal is underway . This year we are aiming to create 50
Hampers which will be distributed to members of the local community who have been
nominated by students and parents. We are of course very grateful to all of the contributions
families have made. As you can see in the picture below they have been sorted by our
students ready for the end of term. Thank you again for all of your contributions and a very
Merry Christmas, Mr Gibbon.

Changes to the School Day

As you are no doubt aware, we have changed the timings of the school day. Five minutes
has been taken off tutor time and our lunch time has been shortened by ten minutes.
This has allowed us to put in five minute movement times in between Tutor Time and
Lesson 1, Lessons 1 & 2 and Lessons 3 & 4. This will enable students to get to their
lessons on time even if they are moving from one end of the site to another.

Every year our very own Mr
Christmas makes that extra
special effort to deck out the
House Quad for the festive
season. Above is our Christmas
tree and below a shot of some
of the decorations hanging in
the main quad. Christmas has
also been marked with our
annual Year 7 Panto Trips, the
Christmas
Concert,
The
Christmas Carol Show and a
week of Christmas Dinners.

Year 10 GCSE Preparation Evening

On January 15th we will be holding an evening for Year 10 parents entitled ‘Supporting
Your Child Through Their GCSEs’. The presentation will last for one hour. The
presentation will cover the content and structure of the Core Subjects, the timeline of key
events such as mock exams, tips to support students in their revision and exam
preparation and also details of various Apps and other online materials which will be of
use. Letters have been sent and we look forward to seeing you.

Inter House

Nuffield House have got off to an early lead in the Inter House Competition. Their current
total is made up of House Points students and teams have been awarded. Well done!
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Salvation Army Christmas Appeal 2018

Thank you so much to everyone who had donated presents to the Salvation Army Christmas
Appeal 2018. We were blown away by all of your donations which have far exceeded our
expectations. This can in no small part be due to Maisie Moon, Jasmin Peacock, Freya
Wright-Booth and Amber Miller who delivered assemblies to all of the Houses encouraging
students to donate gifts and also raising awareness of the very real issue of poverty in our
communities. Once again a massive than you for all of your donations.

A Fond Farwell to Mrs Myers

Everyone here at Philip Morant would like to wish Mrs Myers all the best in
her retirement from full time teaching. Mrs Myers’s teaching career has
spanned nearly forty years and has seen her teach in many of our local
secondary schools including Thurstable, Stanway and the Gilberd where Mrs
Myers held various leadership roles for fourteen years.
Mrs Myers moved to Philip Morant 16 years ago, joining as an Assistant
Headteacher to Mrs Cowans, becoming a Deputy Head for Mr Abo Hendrikson
in 2006, and most recently Acting Headteacher. Throughout her career in
senior leadership Mrs Myers carried out a wide range of roles both
curriculum and pastoral and has always been a great support to the students,
parents and staff that make up our school community. The school is
particularly grateful for the role Mrs Myers played in navigating the school
through several difficult periods in relatively recent years.
Mrs Myers connections with the school are of course more than just
professional. A great many staff past and present will miss the support and
advice Mrs Myers has offered. Furthermore, both of Mrs Myers children
were schooled at Philip Morant one of whom has picked up the torch joining
the teaching staff in September of this year.
Mrs Myers retirement from full time teaching
was commemorated with a ‘This is Your Life’
style evening hosted by Mr Green. It was great
to see so many colleagues past and present from
Philip Morant and the wider educational
community share in Mrs Myers career highlights
alongside her family and friends.
Whilst Mrs Myers has retired from a full time
role we are sure that she will be keen to use her
knowledge and experience to support schools and
colleagues in the future. It goes without saying
that everyone here wishes Mrs Myers all the
best in the future and she will be greatly missed.

Rewarding Achievement in Assemblies

The final set of assemblies in each term is given over to the recognising the very many
achievements of our students. During each House assembly students will be presented
with certificates for ‘Top ATL Scores’, ‘Most House Points Contributed to the House’s
Total’ and ‘Top Academic Progress’. Students have been selected based upon the data
contained in the Autumn Term ATL Reports which have been accessible on GO4Schools
since Monday 17th December. Well done to everyone who has received a certificate.

Restart a Heart

Back in October a large number of Year 9
students took part in Restart a Heart. The
event was led by a team of paramedics and
was part of a national series of events run by
the British Heart Foundation.
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The Christmas Concert

Last Day of Term / Start of Term

The last day of term will be Friday, 21st December. Students will be
dismissed by their tutor at 1 pm. The school kitchen will not be
serving lunch, but there will be a slightly extended break for
students to purchase food. If it is not possible for students to leave
at 1pm, supervision can be provided until 3 pm. Please let your
child’s House Manager know if this is the case.
Students return to school on Tuesday 8th January at the normal
time.

The Christmas Concert on Monday 10th December saw
some of our most talented musicians perform everything
from ‘Hark the Herald … ‘to ‘Teenage Dirtbag’. There
were fantastic performances from the String, Wind, Sax &
Clarinet, Guitar and Brass ensembles as well as a
performances from the up coming school show ‘FAME’,
the choir and the Soul Band.
The Year 11 band ‘Sandcastle Jesus’, who recently
returned from a local tour, headlined with two numbers
one of which is their own composition, ’Confused
Intuition’. The Year 10 band continues to go from
strength to strength and are becoming a very
professional group. No-one could fail to be moved by the
choir which included numerous solo performances
throughout their song. Throughout the evening there
were also numerous performances from the different
ensembles groups which are led by the peripatetic staff.
As always the standard was excellent and it is always a
privilege to watch our students playing alongside such
amazing professionals. A big well done to everyone who
took part and all of the staff who made it possible. A
special thanks to Mrs Hynd who organised everything.

International PISA Tests 2018

Reports
Each
term
every
student is issued
with an Attitude to
Learning
Report.
ATL Reports were
issued
on
GO4SChools
on
Monday
17th
December.

The Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) is a worldwide study by the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) in member and non-member
nations intended to evaluate educational systems by measuring 15-year-old school pupils' scholastic
performance on mathematics, science, and reading. It was first performed in 2000 and then
repeated every three years. Its aim is to provide comparable data with a view to enabling countries
to improve their education policies and outcomes. We were selected to take part in the test earlier
in the year and in November a group of Year 11 students participated. The results of the 2018 data
collection will be released on Tuesday 3 December 2019. We hope our students have done the
nation proud!
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Attendance Corner

Firstly, may I wish you all a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year. My
name is Mrs Roast and as of 1st January
I will be the Attendance Officer at Philip
Morant School and College.
I have already
spent time talking
to lots of students
with regards to their attendance and
the importance of attending school in
order to achieve and succeed. As
well as helping students achieve
results, attending school each day
helps build their confidence, make
friends;helps improve communication
with others amongst many other
skills your child needs to help them in
their chosen career path and
adulthood.
We monitor school attendance closely
and at least once a term, we will
send you your child’s percentage attendance. Individually,
students should be aiming for a minimum of 97%
attendance. You can also find your child’s attendance on
GO4Schools. If we have any concerns regarding your child’s
attendance then we will contact you separately.
Can I also remind you that it is really important that you
phone the school absence line on (01206) 545222 if your
child is going to be absent from school for each day they are
absent. You also need to contact the school if your child
has a medical appointment and advise when they are
leaving school and when they will return.
As Attendance Officer, I monitor and support students who
have low attendance. If you would like support regarding
your child’s attendance, please contact me at the school on
01206545222 or attendance@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk
and I would be happy to discuss this with you. We also
reward students for excellent attendance and from time to
time will be running attendance initiatives within school. A
very big well done to forms 7NY, 8NX, 9FX, 10R1 and 11C2
for winning the attendance Horse Race competition. Those
winners all enjoyed a celebration breakfast on Tuesday 4th
December in the main hall – well done!

Christmas Diner Week

Every year at Philip Morant the canteen do a week of
Christmas Dinners. The canteen is decked out with the
festive finery, Mr Gibbon’s Christmas Playlist resurfaces and
huge numbers of students enjoy a full Christmas dinner.
Each day a different year group goes into the canteen first to
ensure that no-one is left out.

Have you applied to Philip Morant College yet?
Following our very successful College Open Evening in October,
followed by assemblies to Year 11 and our VI6 Taster Day at the
University of Essex, the college application process is well under
way!
Since opening in 1996, Philip Morant College has been very
successful in providing students with a high-quality and
personalised approach to post-16 education. Ours is a closeknit, supportive environment in which students are challenged
to reach – and exceed – their full potential. With one of the
widest range of courses for a college our size in the country, we
provide A Level, Level 3 BTEC and Cam Tec courses in order to
offer our students different individual pathways to achieve their
goals and destinations, whether this be university, higher level
or degree level apprenticeships, or employment.
We are an innovative college and seek every opportunity to
widen the experiences of our students. Our membership of the
VI6 project, in which some of our students’ courses are taught
at the University of Essex, is an exciting new development.
We pride ourselves on our excellent results. With a 100% pass
rate, and a significant increase in those achieving top grades, we
were proud to be ranked the best college in Colchester and
second in North Essex last year in terms of student progress.
Our very high expectations of students plus our small class sizes
clearly pays off for our students!
In addition to academic study, our Tutorial and Enrichment
programmes allow students to take part in a broad range of
activities alongside their examination courses. All students carry
out a work experience placement at the end of the first year and
we encourage students to take part in volunteer work, charity
work and to act as mentors to younger students in the school.
Our values and ethos of Aspiration, Success and Kindness (ASK)
underpin everything we do, both inside and outside the
classroom. We encourage students to have very high
expectations of themselves and promote in our students a ‘cando’ attitude.
We have already received many applications, but it’s not too
late to apply before the closing date of 1st February 2019. We
look forward to receiving your application and being part of our
success!

